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SUBJECT: LAW OF THE SEA 

REF: USUN 3945 

FOLLOWING IS VERBATIM EXCERPT ON LAW OF THE SEA FROM BOUTEFLIKA'S 
STATEMENT FOLLOWING HIS ELECTION AS PRESIDENT OF THE 7TH SPECIAL 
SESSION OF THE UNGA: 

BEGIN QUOTE MANKIND HAS ANOTHER SOURCE OF WEALTH WHICH 
HAS SO FAR REMAINED ALMOST UNTAPPED - THE RICHES OF THE SEAS 
AND OCEANS. THAT SECTOR OF THE WORLD ECONOMY, IN WHICH VAST 
PROSPECTS ARE OPENING UP, MUST BE MANAGED IN A RATIONAL AND 
DEMOCRATIC MANNER FOR THE BENEFIT OF ALL PEOPLES, WHETHER IT IS A 
QUESTION OF FISH OR MINERAL RESOURCES OR OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH. 

IN THIS CONNEXION, THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN INTERNATIONAL SEA-BED 
AUTHORITY HAVING EXCLUSIVE JURISDICTION OVER THE EXPLORATION 
AND EXPLOITATION OF THE SEA BED AND OCEAN FLOOR BEYOND THE 
LIMITS OF NATIONAL JURISDICTION AND THE POWER TO MANAGE THOSE 
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ANCED INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATION. ALL THE NATIONS OF THE 
WORLD WILL THEN POOL THEIR KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE WITH A 
VIEW TO THE DEVELOPMENT AND EQUITABLE DISTRIBUTION OF MARINE 
RESOURCES. THE SEAS AND OCEANS WILL THUS BECOME A FACTOR 
IN BRINGING PEOPLES TOGETHER AND ENSURING FRUITFUL CO-OPERATION 
AMONG THEM. 

IN THIS CONNECTION, PARTICULAR ATTENTION WILL HAVE TO BE 
GIVEN TO THE LANDLOCKED COUNTRIES AND TO THE DEVELOPING 
ISLAND COUNTRIES. END QUOTE. 
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